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February 23,2023

By Email: CoquilleCasinoEIS@bia.gov

Bryan Mercier
Northwest Regional Director
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Northwest Region
911 Northeast 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97232-4169

Re: DEIS Comments on Goquille Indian Tribe Fee-to-Tnist and Gaming Facility Project

Dv-Iaa-ha—(f^llo) Regional Direaor Mercier:

On behalf of the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation, we submit these comments on the adequacy of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Goquille Indian Tribe's Fee-to-Trust and Gaming Facility
Project. The Nation appreciates this opportunity to comment, as the proposed project and preferred
alternative present a severe threat to the economic and natural environment on which the citizens of the
Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation depend for their health and well-being. We do not lightly oppose economic
development initiatives by other Indian tribes, but such projects cannot be developed without strict
compliance with federal W, including, but not limited to, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEP^ at
issue here. Our review of the DEIS shows that the Goquille Indian Tribe gaming project fails far short of
fulfilling that legal requirement. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has failed to undertake the required
"hard lool^' at the expeaed environmental consequences of the proposed projea.

It is necessary to understand the long and difficult path we have followed to becoming the strong
Indian nation we are todayto fully appreciate our concerns about a proposed gaming project 120 miles from
our community. The Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation is a federally-recognized, sovereign Indian tribe located near
Smith River, Qlifomia. Our tribal government employs 120 people. Our enrolled citizens number more
than 1,900. We own approximately 900 acres of land, including land owned in trust on our behalf by the
United States. The principal source of revenue for governmental programs and services we provide to our
citizens is the Lucty/ Giino on our lands. It employs 130 people. Beginning in the 1850s, the Tolowa Dee-
ni' Nation was subjeaed to the genocidal practices of the State of Califomia and many of our people were
lost to killings and violence intended to extirpate us from our aboriginal territory. Gongress terminated us as
a sovereign Indian nation in 1960. Our sovereign status was not restored until 1983. Our decades-long
recovery continues, as we seek to revitalize our culture, language, economy, and way of life.

The Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation has concerns both about the process that the Bureau of Indian Affairs
followed to prepare the DEIS, and the adequacy of the environmental review document that process
produced. I^PA requires the BIA to conduct environmental reviews that reflea a "pragmatic judgment"
that the "form, content and preparation [of the DEIS] foster both informed decision-makmg and informed
public participation." Churchill Cty. v. Norton, 27b F. 3d 1060,1071 (9^'^ Gr. 2001). Procedurally and
substantively, the Goquille Indian Tribe DEIS fails that standard. Our procedural concems include: 1) the
BIA's Notice of Intent failed to comply with 40 CF.R § 1509(l)(d); 2) the DEIS is based on a Scoping
Report prepared in June 2015, and is, therefore, based on out-of-date and stale information; 3) the proposed
project's fee-to-trust lands component is based on inapplicable legal authority, namely the so-called restored
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